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The icing on the cake 


Sweet Melissa Patisserie in Clinton Township 
is our pick for New Jersey’s best bakery. racz 
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HOW WILL YOUR 
TAX BILL CHANGE? 
WAIT UNTIL 2019 


UNITED NATIONS 


U.N. rebukes 
Trump over 
Jerusalem 


General Assembly vote denounces 
recent recognition as Israeli capital 


Edith M. Lederer Associated Press 


The U.N. General Assembly voted overwhelmingly 
Thursday to denounce President Donald Trump’s recog- 
nition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, largely ignoring 
Trump’s threats to cut off aid to any country that went 
against him. 

The non-binding resolution declaring U.S. action on 
Jerusalem “null and void” was approved 128-9, a victory 
for the Palestinians, but not as big as they predicted. Amid 
Washington’s threats, 35 of the 193 U.N. member nations 
abstained and 21 were absent. 

The resolution, sponsored by Yemen and Turkey, reaf- 
firmed what has been the United Nations’ stand on the 
divided holy city since 1967: That Jerusalem’s final status 
must be decided in direct negotiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said after- 
ward that he completely rejects the “preposterous” resolu- 
tion. He thanked Trump for his “stalwart defense of Israel” 
and said Jerusalem “always was, always will be” the capital 
of the Jewish state. 

The United States and Israel had waged an intensive lob- 
bying campaign against the measure, with U.S. Ambassa- 
dor Nikki Haley sending letters to over 180 countries warn- 
ing that Washington would be “taking names” of those who 
voted against the U.S. Trump went further, threatening a 
funding cutoff: “We’ll save a lot. We don’t care.” 

But in the end, major U.S. aid recipients, including 
Afghanistan, Egypt, Jordan, Pakistan, Nigeria, Ethiopia, 
SEE ISRAEL, 8 


From left, Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., and Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., celebrate 
after signing the final version of the Republican tax bill during a ceremony on Thursday. Andrew Harnik, Associated Press 


For some N.J. homeowners, an urgent desire to prepay 2018 property taxes 


Staff and wire reports 


INSIDE 


Republicans in Congress are celebrating the passage of the biggest rewrite 
of the U.S. tax code in decades, with President Donald Trump on Wednesday 
calling it a “Christmas gift to working Americans.” 

Workers will see the first glimpse of a tax cut in February at the earliest, 
but it won’t be until 2019 — when people file their taxes for next year — that 
most will know whether they will pay more or less to the federal government. 

In the meantime, tax attorneys, accountants and corporate payroll 
departments are scrambling to adjust to changes that won’t be official until 
Trump signs the billin January. 

By at least one measure, the tax overhaul accomplished something truly 
historic in New Jersey: Suddenly, a number of state residents are eager to pay 
their property taxes. 

In fact, these taxpayers would like to pay next year’s levy in 2017. That’s 
because under the new tax plan, the deduction for state and local prop- 
erty, income and sales taxes has been capped at $10,000, disproportion- 
ately affecting high-tax states like New Jersey. For some homeowners, that 
has instilled a sense of urgency to pay the property tax while that itemized 
deduction is not capped on their federal returns. 

However, there’s been confusion on this issue. 

“The tax bill specifically addresses that you cannot prepay your 2018 
SEE TAXES, 8 


“In New Jersey, 
homeowners have your 
first two quarters’ bills 
for 2018. Logically, they 
have a position to pay 
those quarters since you 
have the bills.” 


Gail Rosen, a certified public accountant 
with Wilkin & Guttenplan in Martinsville 


Shutdown avoided — for now 


Congress on Thursday passed a temporary spending bill 
that will keep the government funded until the new year, 
when members will be forced to address thorny issues 
such as immigration and health care. Page 4 


TRENTON 


Suit seeks to block relocation of state buildings 


Foes of Christie’s plan to move offices in capital city argue 


the financing arrangement violates New Jersey Constitution 


Samantha Marcus For The Star-Ledger 


Opponents of Gov. Chris Christie’s plan 
to borrow $250 million to build two govern- 
ment office buildings in Trenton are trying 
to stop it with a lawsuit. 

Those lining up against the project 
include an assemblyman, current and for- 
mer Trenton officials, and local residents 
who protested the plan to relocate the office 
buildings as it won approval after approval. 
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After the final sign-off Monday, a half 
dozen of those opponents filed suit in state 
Superior Court in Mercer County. 

The residents object to the plans to relo- 
cate Health and Taxation offices out of the 
downtown business district, calling the new 
location too far from the Trenton Transit 
Center. 

They also criticized the plan for the build- 
ings because it didn’t call for mixed-use 
purposes, like retail space, restaurants or 
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apartments that would encourage economic 
growth. 

Christie announced his plan to demolish 
the Health, Taxation and Agriculture office 
buildings last year, saying it would pave the 
way for private development in the capital 
city. 

He argued the current state buildings are 
outdated and inefficient. 

The lawsuit argues the financial arrange- 
ment violates the New Jersey Constitution’s 
Debt Limitation Clause, which requires the 
state go before voters to approve new debt. 

Under the financing scheme, the New Jer- 
sey Economic Development Authority would 
lease the public lands from the state and bor- 
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row the funds for the project. 

The state would pay rent to the EDA annu- 
ally to pay down the debt. 

“Because it will not be submitted to the 
voters at the general election, the proposed 
bond issue violates the Constitution and 
should be enjoined until such time as it is 
placed before the voters on a general election 
ballot,” the lawsuit reads. 

A lawsuit filed earlier this year against 
Christie’s $300 million renovation of the 
Statehouse alleged a similar end run on that 
constitutional protection for taxpayers. 

That renovation will be financed in a sim- 
ilar lease/lease-back deal. 
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